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TO TZEE 


Right Honourable 
Sir Thomas Lanc, 


Lord Mayor 


OP Fs 
City of LONDON. 
My Lord, ; 


| HE Extremity of the Seaſon this Win- 
ter, gave Occaſion to the Additional 
| Charity to the Poor of the City,which 


| by His Majeſty's Order was Collected in every 
| Pariſh, and by your Lordihip's Care (with that 
| of the Biſhop of London) was impartuially diſtri- 
| buted. As that was very Neceſlary and Com- 
| mendable, with reſpect to the Bodres of Men, 
{ the ſame Occafion will allow the following 
| Diſcourſe to be Seaſonable, to promote another 
| Carity (proper to my Sphere) towards their 

2 Souls : 


The E piſtle Dedicatory. 


Souls: And in this Regard a more Exten/roe One 
than the former ; as that was meant only for 
the Poor, this equally concerns the Rich and 
the Poor too : Which 1s Apology ſufficient for 
my prefixing your Lordſhip's Name here ; :.- 

{ſpecially face both of theſe Vertues are your 
Ornament. And I am not unwilling to let the 
World know, That Multitudes in this City, of 
all Perſwafions, do thank God for ſuch Magi- 
{trates, who ſervethe Ends of Rel:gion and fu- 
flice in their Reſpective Offices. This at leaſt 
may be affirmed of your Lordſhip, and will be 
remembred to your Honour ; Altho the Provi- 
dence of God hath made your Year Memorable 
on a very mournful Account,not as to this Ct) 
only, but the whole Kingdom, and the beſt part 
of Europe ; I mean, by the moſt juſtly to be La- 

mented Death of O:r Moft Gracious VUEEN; 
Which compell'd the Intell1gent World to differ 
from the Natural, and in the midſt of that ſe- 

vere Froſt, made ſo Univerſal a Thaw, as if 
England were Diffolving in its own Tears. i 
Doubtleſs the Beſt Pens in the Nation will be 
Employed (belides what of that kind hath been 
already publiſh'd with General Acceptation) 
torecommend Her Pright Example to the Pre- 
ſent, and Future Ages. And none who had the 


Ho- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Honour to know Her Majefy, or will credit 
Thoſe who had, but muſt acknowledg a very 
InStruciveOne may be collected from Her True 
and Juft Character, confider'd either as aChri- 
Stan, aWife, or a Jueen, 

1 here 1s not the leaſt Reaſon to imagine, 
(and tis an AG of Juſtice tomy Brethren to de- 
clareit) but the ProteSiant Diſſenters were as ten- 
derly attected with this Extraordinary Lols, as 
any Other of His MajeSiy's moſt Mourntul and 
moſt Dutiful Subjects. This they generally te- 
ſtihed in City and Country, by their Endea- 
vours from the Pulpit, ſuitably to afte& and 
inſtruct their Congregations. And herein, in 
their Narrower Sphere, toconcur with the Re- 
verend Conforming Clergy, to the tame good 
End : Being always ready to own and avow 
their Agreement with them in the Greateſt 
Things, tho in ſome Lefler they are conttrain'd 
to Differ. And] may further add; T hat what 
was ſo ſolemnly ſpoken for us, to our Sverargn, 
by that Reverend Perſon, to whom wecommut- 
ted that Part, was our Undiſguiſed, Common 
Senſe. 

But we may not overlook, that the Wiſeand 
Merciful GOD, who orders all the 1 imes and 
Seaſons, might have aggravated our molt De- 


plorable 


——_— 


The Epiflle Dedicatory. 
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plorable Loſs, by making ſuch a Breach ſome 
Years ſooner, or at a time when His Majeſty had 
been abroad, hazarding his Life at the Head of 
his Armies ; but he choſe todo it when the King 
was here, and his Parlament fitting: Whoſe 
Loyal Condoleance of the Queen's Death,and U- 
nanimous Reſolution to ſtand by His Majefty E-2 
againſt all his Enemies abroad and at home, (ac- | 
companied with the hike from T his City, was | 
ſuch a Prefident to all the Three Kingdoms, as 

moſt effectually to ſhame and ſilence theHopes, 

and Confidence of our Common Enemies. 

I ſhall not preſume to ſay more on a Sub- 

je& ſo much above me : but moſt heartily im= 
plore the Bleſſing of Heaven on your Lordſhip. 


I am, My Lord, 
Your Lord/hip's moſt Faith ful 


and Obedient Servant, 


jo Thou 
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Winter Meditations : 


SERMON 


Froſt, and Snow, and Winds, &c. 


tha. 


Pſalm CXLVIL 15, 16, 17, 18. 


He ſende#h forth his Commandment on Earth, his 
Ward runneth very ſwiftly. He giveth Snow 
like Wool ; He ſcattereth the hoar Froſt like 
Aſhes, | He cafteth forth his Ice like Morſels - 
Who can ftand before his Cold ? He ſendeth out 
his Word, and melteth them : He cauſeth hrs 
Wind to blow, and the Waters flaw. 


H E Ezyptians, who were famous for their Knows- 

q ledge, and communicated the Sciences to many 
parts of the World, were moſt ignorant and fottith 

in their Thoughts of GOD, and as brutiſh in their Worthip 
of him. They fancicd a _— of particaiar Gods, as 
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Winter Meditations : Or, 


included, and ſhut up, within the Bodies of Sheep and Oxen, 


Goats and Dogs, and many other more inferiour Creatures, 
_ therefore they worſhip'd, to the number of 3oco0 
ods 

The Romans { more polift'd ad renown'd for Civil Pru- 
dence ) were comparatively wiſer in their Religious Wor- 
ſhip; and for a long time afrer the Conſtitutions of Numa 
Pompilius. they refuſed ro admit ary Inages of the Divinity 
in their Common- wealth ; as believing that GO D was 
every where vilible, by ſome Impreffions of Divinity in eve: 
ry Creaturc, in every Aion, in every Event. But by 
reaſon of the darkneſs of a Carnal Mind, and the want of 
Scripture-Reyelation, they becamt vain zn their Imaginations, 
and ran into numberleſs Superſtitions unworthy of GOD, 
That Truth however, of which they had but obſcure and 
imperfe& Notices, we may uſefully confider, by Reaſon 
inlightened from the Holy Scriptures, viz, That GOD 
hath viſibly diſcovered himſelf in his Works of;Nature and 
common Providence; That in Theſe there are ſome Linea- 
ments and Foot-ſteps of his Eternal Pawer and God-head ; T hat 
ſome Syllables of him may be obſerved, and read in the 
Bonk of the Cicatures. 

And as evety thing is beautiful in its Seaſon, this part of 
his Works, which the Pſalmiſt here mentions, is proper 
for our Contemplation- at this time of the Year. T he ex- 
xreme Cold of the Seaſon may affiſt to warm ovr Devotion 
and Reverence towards G O D, while we fetioutly confi- 
der theſe Works of his Hand, theſe \Wonders of his Good- 
neſs, W :ſdom, and Power, in giving Snow like Wool, and 
commanding Frofi and Ice, and by a Word dijolving it, &c. 

The T itle and Conclafion of this Plalm, Hallelujah, (with 
which this ai:d ſome that follow, do both begin and end, ) 
is a Call and Exhortation to celebrate the high Praiſes of 
G OD. Several of the Ancieet Writers of the Church 
ſuppoſe the time of the penning of it, to have been after the 
Jews return from the Babyloniſh Captivity, and the rebuilding 
of Jeruſalem ; and on that Acccunt, ſome aſcr ke it ( though 
there be no ſuch inſcription in the Hebrew ) ro the Prophet 
Hapgai, or Zathariah; others rather unto Nehemiah, who 
built the Walls and ſet vp the Gates of Jeruſalem, 'Tis 
cCextaln 
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A Sermon of Froſt and Snow, vc. 


certain,that the Jews lamented their Captivity, and the Ruin 
of their Country, by one Plalm or Hymn, viz. CXXX VII 
and *tis not unlikely that they ſhould endeavour to preſerve 
the Memory of their Keſtoration, and in as publick a man- 
ner acknowledge the Providence of God. And there arc 
many Expreſſions in this Pſalm, which favour the ſuppoli- 
. tion, Thar it was dcfign'd and done in this. 

The whole is an [nuitation to praiſe God; and two ſorts of 
Argaments are employ'd to prels it; ſuch as are taken from 
his general Goodneſs and Bounty to all the World, and 
ſach as relate to his ſpecial Favour and Kindneſs to his Peo- 
ple. So were the Jews in a peculiar manner under the 
Names of Sion and Jeruſalem. Their Temporal Bleſſings 
and their Privileges, as to Religion, are both mentioned. 
Asto the former tort, you have the four principal parts of 
a People's Proſperity, wiz, Strength of Places, multicude of 
Inhabirants, Civil Peace, and plentiful Proviftions. Praiſe 
the Lord, O Jeruſalem! Praiſe thy God, © Sion ! who hath ſtrength- 
ned the Barrs of thy Gates, and bleſſed thy Children within thee, 
and made Peace within thy Borders, and filleth thee with the fat, 
er fineſt of the heat, ver. 12, 13, 14, 2 ce. © Praiſe him, who 
© bath re-builr and fortified this City, which a lictle while 
C{ince was without Barrs or Gates; who bath blefied thy 
* Children, or encreafed the- number of thy Citizens; and 
© after a redious Oppreliion hath given Peace, and thereby 
C reſtored Plenty ; that the Husband man is no longer di- 
© furbed in his Labour, ot the Earth hindred from yic!d- 
© ing her Encreaſe and Fruit. | 

© 'T his hath God done for us, faith the Pſalmiſt, by. the 
* ſame Almighty, Soveraign Power, which continually 
© ſhews it ſelf in the World, in every ſeaſon of the Year. 
© For when he ſends forth his Commandment on the Earth,- his 
* Word runneth wery ſwiftly, He hath done it powerfully, by 
£2 word of Command ; and ſwiftly too, for he but ſpeaks 
* the Word, and it is done. Aſtoniſhing Power indeed ! 
© that after an hard Winter, wher. by every thing almoit on 
* the Earth ſcem'd to be kitld, hecan vive a plentiful Har- 
© veſt, and a fruicful Seaſon. *Tis he hath done this, 
6 who gives Snow like I'Voo!, that deſcends ſilently, and lycs 
© upon the Ground tike a Ficece of Wool: forthat no Sheep 
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© is more warmly clad with Wool, than the Earth by great 
© Snows, Art other times he gently ſcatters his hoar y Froſt like 
* Aſhes, *Tis He, whoin a Winter- Seaſon, caſteth forth hzs 
© 7ce like Morſels, that a multitude of ſmall pieces of Ice may 
© be ſeen upon the Earth, like Morſels of Bread, without 
* any appearance of Water, or moiſture in them. And 
© this he ſometimes accompanies with ſuch extremity of 
©Cold, as none can reſiſt the force of ir, or long ſupport it. 
© Neither Man, nor Beaſt on Earth, nor the Fiſhes in the 
© Ponds and Rivers, are long able to endure it. Who can 
© tand before bis Cold > On the other hand, his Power 1s as 
© oreat in the ſudden change of the Weather. He ſendeth 
© out his Word, and melteth them, i. e, Theſe Maurſels of Tce : 
© He cauſeth his Wind to blow, and the Snow and Ice 1s dil- 
© folv'd, and the Waters flow again. i. ee He cauſerth a ſudden 


© Thaw by the warm Breath of ſofter Winds, that the Wa- 


© ters come down in full Streams on the Valleys. 

By theſe things the Power and Providence of GOD is 
made known to the YYorld; but 'tis the peculiar Privilege 
of hzs People, that he diſcoyers himſelf ro them in another 
and better manner. As it follows in the-cloſe of rhe Pſalm, 
v. 19, 20. He bath ſhewed hzs YVord unto Jacob, his Statutes and 
his Judgments unto Iſrael : He hath not dealt fo with every Ne- 
110n ;, as for his Judgments they bave not known them. 

Other People might receive Showres and Snow out of the 
Clouds, but not the Laws and Command ments of Gad, as 
the Jews did upon Mount Sinai, He hath anorher Method 
of inſtruQting Zeruſalem and Sion; not by Froſt and Snow, 
_ and Ice only: and the divine word of Power and Wiſdom 
that cauſech Them; but by hzs Statutes and Judgments, which 
in a glorious manner he delivered to 'em from Heaven, 
Such a Revelation of his Will, no other Nation was to be 
favoured with befides the Zews, until the Mefſras promiſed 
to all Nations as weil as to them. ſhould come, and break 
down the partition Wall. Por all which Bleffings, Praiſ: 
the Lord, O Jeruſalem! Praiſe thy God, O Sion! 


in ſpeaking to the Text I have read, 1 ſhall en.icavour 
two things, Firſt, To ſhow how theſe Works of GOD here 
mentioned do 9bj-dively Praiſe him ; or bear Teſtimony ro 
| h1> 
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his Being and PerfeQions. Secondly, That We ought to Praiſe 
and Acknowlegd G OD, and-give Glory to him, on the 
Account of theſe his YVVorks. And as the Application and 
Improvement of the former, I ſhall dire&- you, in {ome - 
Inſtances, how ra do fo. | 


Firſt, Theſe VVorks of G O'D, ( which the YVinter- Seaſon + 
eſpecially calls us ro contemplate, ſuch as Froſt and Snow, and 
fe, and Cold, ) do objefively Praiſe him : They bear Tet 
mony-to the Exiſtence of a GOD, as the Author of rhem, 
and to ſeveral of the Divine Perfetions He challenge.h a 
Propriety in theſe things, as bus Works. He: forme all the 
Meteors at firſt, as well as gives them their Commiſſion af- 
terward, Among all the mighty Monarchs of the Earth, 
there is none can condenſe the Warers, or congeal them ; 
can command the-Froſt or Snow to be on the Earth, or to 
be difſolv'd. Bur by hzs Breath the Froſt zs given, and the Fob Xxxv11, 
breadth of the Yi'aters (traitued. He ſaith to the Snow, be thou ver. 6, 10. - 
on the Earth, likewiſe tothe ſmall Rain, and to the great Rain of 
his flrength. The Waters are dried up by the command of 
his Word, and they flew again by his Order. He ſealeth up 
the Hand of every Man, by an extream Froſt, be bindeth their wer, 7. 
Hands from working, ( 1n the Fields eſpecialiy, and asto ſeve- 
ral Trades,) that all Men may kncw his YYork, Ar ſuch a Sea- 
lon they have Leiſure and Opportunity to conſider ir more 
ſeriouſly ; when by reaſon of the Froſt, the YVYaters are hit 7c 
a4 with a Stone ,, that is, with Ice as hard as a Stone. And XXXVIH:, 
the face of the deep zs frozen : Not only lite Ponds and Rivu- ©": 57 
lets, bur great Rivers, and ſometimes an Arm. of the Sea, 

And then 'tis his Prerogative, to-make: the Waters flow, 
and the Rivers return rotheir wonted Courle. 

Theſe and all other Creatures are bzs Servants, by whom: 
he is punQtually obeyed. YPhatſcever he pleaſeth, that doth he, 119 #ſ4im, 
in Heaven and Earth, and Air and - Sea, and all deep Plates. 3 
The Clouds are his Chariot. wherein he rides in the vitible De- ?? C: 
monſtrations of his glorious Power, 'Wiidom, and Good-:104 7/aim, 
neſs, The thi k Cluuds of the Skie are ſaid: tobe his Pauilion, as 
if he reſided there az a General, ro command the W inds * 
and Meteors, and give out their ſeveral Comm: ſhons. #,4 ++xy;ll 
They are all turned about, and diipolſcd of, by bzs Counſel; toi, 12. + 
0 
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Pſalm civ. 2. 
CVii. 27. 
Cxlviit. 8. 
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do whatſoever he commands them » _ the Face of the 
V World in the Earth. And by watering he wearies the thick Cloud, 
T hat is, He fends *em to remote places tro empty them- 
ſelves, till they can give down no more: By this watering 
he is {aid to weary the Clouds ; ſpeaking after the manner of 
Men, who are wearied with _ Journeys. 

How ſolemnly doth God challenge this to be his Right, 
as Creator and Original of all things? My hand, ſaith he, 
hath laid the Foundations of the Eartb, and my Right Hand hath mes» 
ted out the Heavens as a ſpan : and when 1 call (unto all, or any 
of them,_) they ſtand up together, as Servants in a poſture 
of Readineſs to obſerve my DireQion, and do my Pleaſure. 
And no wonder if they all obſerve his orders, when it was 
his word brought *em into being. He 7s the Father of the 
Rain: He begetteth the Drops of Dew : He owns all the Trea- 
ſures of Snow : He holds all the Winds in hzs Fiſt, He needs 
but open his hand, to let it blow from any Quarter he 
pleaſeth- There is not a breath of Wind can ſtir, co bind 


. up the Waters, or melt *em, bur as he appoints. He is ſaid 


to walk, to ride, to flye upon the Wings of the Wind, Some 
of the Heathens had ſuch a ſenſe of the Neceſhlity of God's 
Governing the Winds, that they deviſed a God on purpoſe, 
(Zolus) whom they feign'd to have the Care and Domini- 
on of 'em. The like may be ſaid ofall the otherMeteors. 

We may Cenſider more particularly, how tae Glory ot 
God appears in theſe his ordinary works, how they ſhow 
forth his Praiſe. Firſt, as to the Nature and Cauſes of them. 
Secondly, The wonderful Variety of them. Thirdly, Their Regula) 
Succeſſion in their proper ſeaſons. Fourthly, Their Abſolute, 
Intire Subjedion to the diſpoſal of God. Laſily, The many Excel. 
lent Purpoſes for which they ſerve, as thus manag'd, and dirctt- 
ed by his Soyeraign will, and Wiſdom: 


I. If we look into their Nature and Original, it will 
ſoon be found they are the works of GOD, and can have nc 
ther Parent or Firſt cauſe to produce *em. We underftan 
bit little of the nature of Heat and Cold, Dryneſs and 
\oiltnre, and how skilfully they are mix'd, and remper'd 
-ogether + of how ſmall paris the Meteors in the Air conlllt, 
1ns how thev are united :; how the Vapours are colleRed, 
| whercot 
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whereof the Clouds are form'd ; and how there ſhould be 
ſuch a mighty force in a Combination of *em ; when 
apart con{idered, there is nothing weaker, or more inconſi- 
derable than a Yapour, to which the Life of man is com- 
par'd for its frailty. We know not how the liquid waters 
are changed into ſolid Ice, and hardned as a Rock, and 
then ſoftned by the turn of the wind. Ir is all the work of 
God, whe made the Earth by his Popper, eftabliſh'd the World by his 7... <, 22, 
Wiſdom, and ſtretched out the Heavens by hzs Diſcretion. ho 
elſe is the Parent of the Rain ? Out of whoſe Womb came the Tee ? 
The Hoary froſt of Heaven, whe hath gendred it > Haſt thou enter- 
ed into the Spring s of the Sea? Or walked in ſearch of the x,y qxxxiil, 
Depth > Have the Gates of Heaven b-en open to thee > Haſt thou 
percerved the breadth-of the Earth > Declare if thou knoweſſt it all. 
Where zs the way where Light dwells ? And as for Darkneſs, what - 
is the place thereof > Haſt theu entred into the Treaſures of Snow ? 
Or haſt thou ſeen the Treaſures of Hail? &c. 
Who can diſtintly explain the Formation and Expanſion 
of the Clouds > How they are ballanc't and ſuſtain'd in the 
Air, how they dilate and ſpread themfelves.(much leſs how 
far they ſhall ) what Commiſſion they carry, where and 
when they ſhall unburden themſelves ? &c. This is one of 
the works of him, who t perfe# in Knowledge, and infinite ia job xxxvil.e 
Power. So far are we from a full underſtanding of theſe 15, 15, 7: 
things, that we know not how our Clhaths do keep us warm, . 
when God quiets the Earth with a South Wind. T he like lecrer 
influence of his Benedi&ion ts necefſary to it,;as to make our - 
Food to nourifh'us. | 
Moreover, what but a Divine Power can - upheld th? 
Clouds in the Air, when they are filled wkh Water? 'Tis 
noleſs a wonder, (as one expreficeth it,) than if you ſhould 
ſee a Tun of Water contain'd within a Cobweb, -as ſtronoiy 
ain a Veffel of Braſs or Iron. The ſame Almighty Puw- 
er maketh ſmall the drops of Water, in the Clouds, that they | 
pour down Rain according to the Vapour thereof. T hat the job xxxvi.27. - 
Clouds diſtill in gentle ſhowres, and do not fall down all 
at once, The Original and Cauſe of theſe things is manifeſt. 
ly Dine: There is much in the nature of 'em paſt our Line 
to Fath mm; as being the Produdt.of Infinite Power, and un- 
{cearchable Wiſdom. | 
I: God - 
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other times Cold; That in ſome months we 


Pſalm, \xxive 
19, 17. 
P/. CIV. 33. 


_ II. God is praiſed by. the wenderful Variety and Diverſity of 
theſe his works, in ſeveral Countries, and in our own; 
T hat the Air is ſometimes more dry, and ſometimes moſt; 
ſometimes Calm, at other times Stormy; T hat the weather is 
ſometimes clear, ſometimes Cloudy ; ſometimes Warm, at 
have mort 
Rain, in others more Sun-ſhine: That the Winds blow ſome- 
times from this quarter, and ſometimes from a different or 
Contrary one: Now more gently, at another time with more 
viulence. * Tis the work of GOD, and an inſtance of his Wit- 
dom and Goodneſs, that as in ſome parts of the year the 
Air is {tuft with Clouds, and the Heavens darken'd by the 


low deſcent of thick. Vapours; in others, the'Sky is ſerene - 


and clear, like a Molten Looking-glaſs. Ar one time the Earth 
is cleft and broken into duſt by the Heat of Summer; and then 
we find it covered with Snow, or harden'd like Ice, by the 
Cold of VYinter: This « Yariety is not caſual, bur a Divine 
Apjointment. Eſpecially if we Conſider, 


Ill. The Regular Skccefſion of theſe VYorks of God in their proper 
ſeaſons. T hat after the darkneſs of eyery night, there is a 
Reſurre&ion of Light every Morning; and thatW inter and 
Summer, Spring and Autumn, Sced-time and Harveſt do 
not ceaſe, but duely obſerve their Turns. O Lord! Saith 
the Plalmiſt, the Day is thine, aud the Night alſo is thine : Thou 
haſt prepared the Light and the Sun : Thou haſt made Summer and 
VVinter, Thou reneweſt the Face of the Earth, every Spring. 


_ Praiſe ye the Lord! How manifeſt is the Kindneſs and YYiſdom 


of God herein > That we might not be prejudic't by too ſud- 
den a Paſſage from the Extremicy of Summer's Heat, to the 
27olent Cold in the depth of YYinter; nor on the Contrary. 
And that the Earth, which hath been dried, and ſpent by 
the heat and iruit of the Suramer, may be moiſtned, and 
cleans'd,and prepar'd by the Winter for anew Fruittul- 
neſs another Year. And after the widowhood and deſolate 
Condition of che Earth in Winter, the Spring calls up che 
Sap and Juice of Trees into new Leaves and Fruit ; and 
makes the Plants lift up their Heads, to provide new ſup- 
plics of nouriſhment for Man and Beaſt. So Hſe and Good 
* GOP toall his Creatures. 

$ 


, 
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Is not this an undeniable Argument of a moſt Wiſe, and 
Kind, and Almighty Being, by whom all things are thus 
cſtabliſhr > To preſerve the ſucceſſion of Day and Night 
Winter and Summer, by whirling about every day and 
year this maſly Globe of Earth, or (which is more ſtrange) 
the Sun and other Planets, with ſo unconceivably (witt 4 
Motion, as muſt long agoe haye increas'd to an infinite ex- 
ce(s,ſo as to ſhatter the whole frame in peices,if not govern'd 
by che Infinite Wiſdom, and Power of God. So convinc- mMr. z/mwe's 
ing is the Diſcovery of Glorious PViſdom, as well as Power Living Tem- 
in the diſpoſing of theſe things, and in the regular ſuccefſi- Plc Clap: 3. 
- on of them; and ſo exat a Knowledge of Times and Sea- 
ſons, Days and Years is thereby had, that the ſimpleſt dot 
in a Country can tell you, when the Sun 1s withdrawn 
from his Eyes at what time it will return, and by what de: 
grees his Days and Nights ſhall either increaſe or Dimi- 
niſh ; and what proportion of Time he ſhall have for his 
Labour in this ſeaſon of the year, and what in that, with- 
= the leaſt ſuſpicion or Fear, that it ſhould fall out other- 
wiſe. 
All this is by His Order and Conſtitution, who worketh all 
things after the Counſel of bis own Will, Tho the degree of 
Heat or Cold, and the Quanticy of Rain, which every Coun- 
try, and every part of it ſhall have in one Near, and particu- 
larly the meaſure of Szaw,and the Extremity or Duration of 
Froſt, are dire&ed with great Variety, according to his plea- 
ſure. Which brings me to Conſider, 


{ IV. ThatGO Disto be praiſed, and own'd, zn the abſo- 

| lute ſubjefion of all theſe things to hzs Soveraign Will. He tend» 

| eth out his Word, he giveth forth his Orders, and the Froſt 

| andSnop cither come or go at his Call; and where he lends 

| themgthey fulfill his Word. He is King over all the Earth, ſing 

| Praiſes unto GOD our King Sing Praiſes. His way is tn the Whirlwind, 5 -' 

| and the Clouds are the Duſt of his Feet. As to us the wind bloweth- 
where it liſteth; we hear the ſound, and fecl the force of it; 

| not knowing whence ir comes,or whither it goes; bur not 2 A 

{ puff or breath of ic can ſtir without his Dire&ion, T his's [ 
| true of the Rain, and of all other Particulars. Can any r,, 
| among the Vanities of the Gentiles cauſe = > Or can the — 
0 
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_ of themſelves give ſhowres > Art not thou he, O Lord our God ? 

Can any of the Monarchs, and Mighty men of the Earth call 
for-Rain.in atimeof Drought? Or can they cura che Bot- 

tles of Heaven another way, when there is too much > He 
withboldeth the waters, and they are. dried up, be ſendeth them 

Pſalm. cv. 25. forth, and they overflow the Earth. - Canſt thou liſt up thy woice to 


Job. xxxviii. th Clouds. (faith God to Job,) that abundance of VYaters may . 


34: 35937338 over thee ? Eanſt thou ſend Lightnings, that they ſhall go, and ſay 
| unto thee, Here we are ? VVio can number the Clouds in FViſdom? 
Or who can ſtay the Bottles of Heaven? VYhen the Duſt groweth 
into Hardneſs, and the Clods cleave faſt together > To Command 
the winds, and to rule the waters, and limit the waves of the 
Sea, is one of thoſe Glories of God, wherein men haye 
not attempted to Riyal him. Canatus the firſt ofthe Daniſh 
Kings of England, being at Southampton, (to convince and re- 
prove his Flatterers, who cried up his Dominion and Pow- 
. er,as if he were Lord of Sea and Land,)commanded that his 
Chair of State ſhould be ſer on the ſhore,whea the Sea began 
to flow, and ſitting down there in the preſence of his many 
attendants, he commanded the Waters not to touch his Feet, 
or wet his Robes, but the Sea keeping its uſual courſe of 
T ide, and not obeying him, he took thar occaſion to rebuke 
the fooliſh Flattery of h's Followers, and manifeſt the 
weakneſs of Kings, in Compariſon of Fin, whom Heaven 
and Earth, and Air and Sea obey. 
Such Dominion and Power is the Divine Prerogative : 
He can call for the Warers of the Sea, or ſtop them, and 
make aPath through the Ocean. He can command rhe Va- 
pours in the Bowels of the Earth,or cauſe his Wind to enter 
here, and thereby ſhake the Foundations of a City or 
Country and ſwallow up the Inhabitants at ence with their 
Habitationss He can raiſe a Y//:nd, that ſhall make the Sea 
to break its banks,and cauſe terrible Inundations of W ater, 
whereby Towns and Cities have been turned into Ponds, 
intire Provinces ruin'd,and whole ſands oyerwhelm'd, and 
ſwallow'd up, ſo asnever more to appear. But the Waves 
can't paſs one foot or inch beyond the limits of thofe Sands, 
See Mr.Cher. Wherewith he hath bounded the Sea, Tho it be upon a 
neck of the Plain Level, the water ſhall ſpread no farther, which 


Power of without the Efficacy of a Divine Order it would certainly 
God, Þ. 452» | | do; 


Sir R. Baker, 
Milton, &c, 
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do; And the waves be no more ſtopt by the Sand on the 

ſhore, than an enraged Army would retire upon the Op- 
olition of a ſtraw in the hand of an Infant. It is bridled 

4 ” Power from ſpreading it ſelf oyer the whole 
arth, 

'Tis by the ordinary fixed Laws of the Creation, which 
GOD hath fercled, (and we call the Courſe of Nature) that 
the Sea is continued within its bounds, that the Sun keeps 
his Sphere, and the Stars their order, and: the V Vinter ſuc- 
ceeds the Summer ; and the like cauſes produce the like 
effeAts every year in their proper ſeaſons : God requiring that Eccl. LIL. 15. 
which is paſt, or calling back that which was driven away, 
T here is a ſettled Rule in all theſe Changes, from which 
ſecond Cauſes do not ordinarily vary;bur GOD may,when- 
cyer he pleaſeth, lengthen out the heat of Summer, and in- 
tend it, or ſharpen the Froſt in Y Vinter, and prolong it, in 
one Country, and one Year, more than in Another. 


V. Theſe works of God do Praiſe him by the Excellent 
Uſes and Purpoſes, for which they are employed. They 
know not the order they obſerve, or the ſubordination 
they keep, or the Rule by which they aKt, or the ends they 
accompliſh, or any of the Errands on which they are ſent ; 
but there isthe Counſel of Heaven in forming, and uling all 
of them, He maketh Vapours to aſcend from the ends 
of the Earth ; and allthe Metcors of the Air to execute 
his will. - He proportions the airy and watery parts toge- 
ther; He forms the Clouds, and then breaks one of thoſe 
Heavenly Bottles to ſend down a refreſhing ſhowre on ſuch 
orſuch a part of the Earth. His Y/Yinds carry abouc the 
Clouds to remote places, in Summer and V Vinter. Theſe 
he holds in his hand, and lets 'em out in Weight and Mea- prov. xxx. 4- 
ſure to accompliſh his Soveraign Pleafure ; and when One 
Command isdone, The YVind returns by its Circuit, to Ex* Eceleſ, 1.6. | 
ecute Another. 

The Epicureans of Old, urg'd againſt the Belief of a 
Divine Providence, as unconceivable, and therefore in- 
credible, That the Gods ſhould be ſufficient for {uch dif- 
fering and diſtrating Employments, as, according to the 
Exigencies of- Nature's W —_ to make the- Sun ſhine in 

2 one. 
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one place, the Rain ſhowredown in another, the Winds to 
blow in a third, the Lightning to flaſh in a fourth, the 
Thunderbolts to fall in a fifch, and other Bodies to at and 
ſuffer according to their ſeveral Natures. All theſe we be- 
lieve, on good Grounds, are really perform'd by GOD, x 
with a Wiſdom that reaches to the utmoſt Extent of the 
Univerſe. | 
All theſe Works proclaim the Wiſdom, the Power, the aS 
Faithfulneſs, the Mercy, and ſometimes the Juſtice of : 
GOD, in the great Purpoſes they ſerve. He cauſeth them 
Jeb-2xxvii. tocome, whether for Corredtion, or for his | and, or for Mer- 


_— Le == kt 


T2. cy: 1.e. either for the Puniſhmeart and CorreRion of a ' 
articular People or Perſon , or for his Land, (that which 

15 not inhabired by Man, but by Inferior Creatures only, or c 

rather) the whole Earth, which is the Lord s, and ſo mult be | 
underſtood of more general Judgments, ſuch as Noah's De- d 

luge, as yer freſh in memory when Fob lived. Or for Mer- t 

v and ſo eſpecially they are uſed in every part of the : 

orld, and in every Age and Generation of Mankind. a 

He can glorifie himſelf, and fulfil his Word, by uſing any t 

of theſe Creatures not only for different, but contrary E 

Services ; ſometimes © to preſerve, ſometimes to de- | ie 

{troy, ſometimes to fulkl a Promiſe, and at another to exe- i fi 

cute a Threatning ; So have Fire and Water, Clouds and =” 

Rain, Scormy Wind and Tempeſt, Froſt and Snow, &c. h 

been employed for Corre&ion or Mercy, tor Good or Hurt, an 

to encourage, preſerve, and reward Good Men; to terrihe, F. 

curb nas av owy or conſume the Wicked. | dc 

We read of Ti reaſuresof Hail, and Treaſures of Snow, which | R 

Job xxxviii, God hath reſerved againſt the Time of Trouble, againſt the Day of | 2 
Pay 23. Battel, to puniſh a wicked People. We have ſeveral Inſtan- | ic 
ces in the Hiſtory of England, of the grear * Miſchief hath | W 

been done by Extraordinary Snows, and a long continued « 

Froſt. | y 1N 

" | bt: 

* Our Chronicles tell us, That in Edward the Confeſſor's Time, there fell | for 

ſuch abundance of Snow in January, which continued till the middle of s all 

Marcb ; that almoſt all Cattle and Fowl periſht, and there was an Excefive S W 

Dearth followed. And that in &enry IV. his Reign, in his Ninth Year, * th; 


the Froft and Snow continued all December, January, February and _ 
(Q 
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So that almoſt all Small Birds died of Hunger. In the Reign of Kin 
Edward 111. the Froft in England lafted Seven months, from the middle 6 
September, to the month of April, And in Henry VIIYs Time, in the 15th 
Year of his Reign, after uw Rains and Winds, there followed ſo fore a 
Froſt, that multitudes of people loft their Fingers, or Toes, or Nails, ©. 
In the 6th Year of K. James 1. An, Dom. 1609. A Froft began in Decem- 
ber, which lafted till April, that not only loaden Carts were driven over 
the Thames, but many Fowl and Fiſh periſhed, and much of the Herbage in 
Gardens, You Remember the Great Froſt, 1683. when Coaches plied 
upon the Thames, and Thouſands of Shops and Sheds were Raiſed upon the 
Ice, 


And in ſuch Winters, how many poor Families are 
reduc't to the urmoſt Extremity, and very many, doubt- 
les, ſtary'd to Death with Hunger and Cold 2 How cafily 
can GOD impoveriſh, or deſtroy a City, Country, or 
Kingdom, by Froſt and Snow? Or puniſh a People by 
Storms, Hail, Rain, Thunder, Lightning > *T is of theſe, 
that ſore underſtand that Paſſage in the Song of Deborah 


and Barak, that the Stars in their Courſ. s fought againſt Siſera ; Judg, y, 22. 


and the rather, becauſe 'tis added, that the Kiver Kiſhon ſwept 
them away» He can make the Heavens over us to be as 
Braſs, and the Earth ron - He can deny the former and lats 
ter Rain in their Seaſon, or ſend too much : And by thele, and 
many other ſuch methods, turn a Fruitful Land into a Barren 
Deſart, for the Iniquities of them who dnell therein. He can 
humble Merchants and Seamen by Stormy Winds and 
Tempeſts, ſfiaking their Ships and Cargo, when return'd, 
aſter a proſperous Voyage, in ſight of their Port, He can 
deprive Zebulon 'the Mariner's Tribe) of the Harveſt of the 
River, by blocking them up in their Havens by a long Froſt. 
He breaks the Ships of Tarſhiſh with an Eait Wind ; and can 
ſcatter and deſtroy the moſt Formidable Armado, which 
was thcught Invincible, Such things we have fcen, and 
our Fathers have told us of the like in their Days, and 
in the Elder Times before them. Praiſe ye the Lord. 

But by theſe Works of GOD, he doth uſually diſperſe 
his Mercy, and expreſs Kindneſs to-rhe Chijdren of Men. In 
ſome Countries, as in Lapland, not only doth the Snow abide 
all the Year on their Mountains, but during the whole 
Winter the Earth is covered with Snow- And conſidering 


that for ſome Months of V Vinter, the Sun riſeth nor _ 
their 
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their Horizon, or not much above it, this is rather an Ad- 

vantage than an Inconvenience. For by the Light of the 

—_ ney arc enabled to work by Day, and to travel ſafely 
y + Night. 

Neither may we over-look the Uſefulneſs of the diſſolve1 
Snow on the Mountains, and other parts of the World, 
where the Ground is not manur'd by che Husbandman not 
only thatBirds and Beaſts may receive ſomeBenefit, but from 
thence is ſuppos'd the Riſe, and Original of many Springs 
and Rivers, which water the || Valleys, and are many ways 
ſerviceable to Mankind. | | 

He -hoſe Mercy ts over ell brs Works, waters the great Gar- 
den of the Earth from the Bottles of the Clouds by Snow 
or Rain; and ſuits the Meaſure and Duration of both to 
the Neceſfity of the World, for the Maintenance of Man 
and Beaſt. 

By the Wiſdom of God, in thoſe parts of the World 
which the. Ancicnts thought to be parched up, and uninha: 
bicable, there are Fruirtul and Populous Kingdoms; by cer- 
tain Winds that blow Regularly for a great part'oof the hot- 
teſt Seaſons of the Year ; and by copious and laſting Rains 
that fall at ſet times; by the greatneſs of the Rivers which 
fail not at ſuch certain times to overflow their Banks; and 
by Winds that in many places blow in the Night, from the 
I and Sea-ward, and in the Morning from the Sea towards 
Land, by theſe, and ſome other ſuch things the Ground is 
moiſtned and refreſhed, and the Air remper'd. And even 
in our own Climate. he fans the Air with his Wim, and 
cleanſcth it by Rain and Thunder, that ic may not be [n- 


+ They can diſcern Pits, and Precipices, and Wild Beaſts, by the Light 
of the Moon and Stars, refleted from the Snow ; and can travel with 
ſuch ſwiftneſs and convenience, that Two Rein Deer, in Winter, will draw 
2 greater Load over the trodden Snow, than a Cart and Ten Horſes can 
do in the Fields at other times, Shefferius Hiſt, of Lapland, chap. 3. 


© || This is the Account given of the Alpine Springs, and the Four greateſt 
Rivers in Europe that proceed from them, viz. the Ahine, the Rheſne, the 
Danube , and the Po. See Mr, Ray, of the conſequences of the Deluge, 
$70, 
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fetious He ſends nipping Froſts, and bids the Snow to lye 
vpon the Earth, for the good of the Cora, and the grearer 
Fruicfulneſs of the next Summer. Theſe are as neceflary 
and Beautiful io their ſeaſon, asthe warm, pleaſant beams 
of the Sun in another part ofthe year For a conſtant unin- 
texrupted courſe of warm weather and Sunſhine, would 
make the Earth fruicful only in Caterpillarsand Vermine; 
would quickly produce a Peſtilence, and Contagious Diſ- 
eaſes, and be more proper to fill Graves than Barns: 
But the wiſe G OD direQs and orders all theſe his works. 


Therefore Praiſe the Lord, O Jeruſalem ! Praiſe thy GGD,0 
Sion !. Burt, 


It, How the Conſideration of theſe Wonderful works of 
GOD may be improv'd, and what acknowledgments we 
ought to pay to thegreat Lord and Goycrnour of the world, 
and what InſtruQtion of our Duty we may Colle&t from 
them, remains to be ſpoken to, 


Fir, All men ſhould moſt humbly Adore him, and 
Fear before him, and entertain, on the account of theſe 
things, moſt high and honourable Thoughts of the Blefſed 
GOD. We are obliged, from the view of theſe his 
works, to acknowledge his Almighty Power, own his 
Soveraignty, reverence his unſearchable Wiſdom, and 
ſanity his grear and glorious Name. He is God alone, and 


there is none beſts him: The whole Earth is full of his Glory, "i Ra 


Tho there may be furcher Excellencies of God, not 
expreſs'd in this vittble World, or in any Parts of it known 
to us: Bur in theſe are moſt unqueſtionable Diſcoveries 
of Infinite Power, and Adorable Wiſdom. 

Shall I need from hence to expoſe the Folly of Thoſe, 
who granting the exiſtence of G-O D, deny: his Providence, 
or confine 1t to the Heavens and the Celeſtial Bodies, 
allowing him no Concern at all for any thing here 
below, noregard to what happens on this ſide the Clouds? 
VVhen he hath made himl(elf viſible to every Eye, in all 
theſe his VVorks; not only his being in the Exiſtence of 
all Creatures, but his Yiſdom in their Frame, his Power in 
their Motion, and his Goodneſs in the ufeful Regulation and 
Diſpoſal of them, So 
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So great is the Number, ſo yarious-the Kinds, ſo beauti- 
ful che Parts, ſo.Regular the Subordination and Subſeryi- 
ency of one thing to another, and ſo admirably Wiſe and 
Good are the Ends and Utes for which they all ſerve, that 
_ ought moſt humbly to Adore him, as Creator and Lord 
of all. ; 

The Wonderful Order obſeryv'd in theſe things, in all 
parts of the Univerſe, the Harmony and Concord of fo 
many different Creatures for the Good of the whole, and 
the continuance of them for ſo many Ages, with ſuch con- 
ftant Changes, ſuch juſt and well-ordered Revolutions, 
with a thouſand other Particulars, are our continual Worn- 
der, and which we can neyer Admire enough. - And to 
conſider them, and not acknowledge a Providence, is a leſs 
Extravagance, than to obſerye a State well-govern'd, a Fa- 
mily well ordered, or «nz Army under-good Condutt and 
Diſcipline, and yet deny any Magiſtracy to Rule the Scare, 
or any body to look after the Family, or any General to 
command the Army. ' 

Let not the Commonneſs of theſe things take off our 
Wonder. Let not the Conſtancy of ſeeing ſuch Works of 
God every Year, ſtifle, or abate our humble Admiration of 
GOD, which is due on ſuch a ſight, The Things them- 
ſelyes deſcrve it, and our Relation to God, and our Near 
Concern in theſe his Works, will oblige us to it. Letus 
View them, not meerly to ſatisfic a Rational Curioſity, 
but to ſerve the Ends of Religion; to increaſe our Know- 
ledg of GOD, and Veneration for him, and be inſtructed 
in our Daty: *Tis to this End they are cxpoſed ro our 
View; we arc often admoniſh'd to regard them to this 
purpoſe, and'tis to blemiſh the Divine Wiſdom, not to 
conlider 'em with this Defign. When TI conſider theſe things, 
faith Job, I am afraid of him. * Can I ſtand before this 
© God, if he be Angry? when I cannot ſtand before his 

© Heat or his Cold ? How eaſily can he cruſh and deſtroy 
* mein a Moment: How abſolutely within his Reach 
© and Power is my Life and Breath, and all that I pofleſs? 
© As is his Power, fo is his Frath ; moſt Glorious Power, 
© and therefore moſt Terrible Wrath! This made the Di- 
© ſtrels and Conſternation of Zeb, when he nppreRmnded 
the 
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the Divine Diſpleaſure, ſaying God maketh my Heart ſoft, and chap, xxxiii? 

the Almighty troubleth me. As if he could no.more bear up 24. 

under the ſenſe of his mighry Anger, than the Wax can 

forbear melting before the-Fire, Accordingly in another 

place he expaſtulates with God, Ht thou break a Leaf driven 

to and fro? Wilt thou purſue the dry Siubble> A little Leaf chap. xiii.2;, 

can aflvon ſtand betore a Tempeltuous Wind, or dry ſtub- 

ble ſtop the Rage of a conſuming Fire, as any man be able 

to refiſt the force of che Divine Pooer It he be angry, he 

can make his Stars dart malignan: Iafluences up3n us : By 

his Lightning, likea glittering Arr:w, he can picrce our - 

Hearts : Showres of Vengeance may fa!l dowa upan our 

Heads from the Clouds: He can deſtroy us by Fire or V Va- 

ter, by Heat or Cold. His Earth may open and ſwal- 

low usup: His wind may be employed ro plague us, 

and blow away ſuch finful Duſt and Aſhes. The mean- 

clt Creature with his Commiſſion is ſtrong enough to 

do it, Let us humbly Adore and Fear him. Remembring 

that our Forgetfulneſs of G 0 D, and contempt of him is 

aggravated, by the repeated tems, and Intimations of him, 

which we have in cvery ſeaſon of the Year. For theſe Job xxxvii. 

things, ſaith Elihu, he is greatly to be feared. With him -* _ , 

is Dominion, and Fear, and Terrible Majeſty. IO 
'Tis obſervable, thar after an Account of GOD'S 

ſtretching our the Nerth-Pole over the emp'y ſpaces of the 

Air, and hanging this maſſy Earth upon nothing ; (for 

the Earth is ſuſpended in the Air, without any ſolid Bafi;to 

ſupport it from falling) after he had ſpoken of G O D'S 

binding up the VVaters in thick Clouds, and notwith- 

Randing their Heavineſs, the Clouds not rent by'em; and 

of his compaſſing the V Vaters wich bounds, and meaſu- 

ring a place tor the Sea; and of his awakening and rebu- 

king the V Vinds, &c. A!l theſe, ſaith Zob, are but part of his gob xxvi. 14: 

Vays. This is a little Landskip but of ſome few of his 

wonderful Works. Thefe are little Crums and Frags 

ments of the cffedtsof his Power : Not ſo muci as a {ma!l 

whiſperio a loud Clap of Thunder : For it follows, Tye 

Thunder of his Power who can underſtand ? i.e. VVhen we 

hay: ſaid, and thought all that we can utter or conceive 


of the Glory of God in the!e things, there is a further 
D Ex- 
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Job 
XXXVTIIT, 
Ver. 21, 


Excellency and Glory, beyond our reach; There are Depths 
of Power, and Wiidom, and Kindnefs in theſe Works of 
God, which we do not fathom. The more we know of 
him, the more Reaſon ſhall we have ro admire him,and to 
have higher and more Reverent Thoughts of him. The 
more we diſcover of him, the more we di cern him to be 
Superiour to all his Works, and particularly to our ſelves, 
who are not of the higheſt Order of them ; but have the 
Honour and Advantage of a Capacity, and Permiſſion to 
know, admire, and adore GOD. Thc Contemplation of 
his Works will affit us to do ſo; and help to humble us 
under the ſenſe of our imperfett Knowledg 2 whereby che 
moft diligent and modeſt Enquirers into theſe things have 
hereupon profels'd their Ignorance, and they who have 
been more Confident, have betrayed T heirs, 

*T'is certain, that they who by the affiſtance of a good 
Glaſs, have view'd any of theſe Common Works of God, 
do acknowledg an unexpreflible Beauty, beyond what is 
diſcernable by the Naked * Eye. 

But if we had the moſt piercing Eye, comprehenſive 
Mind, and acute Judgment, -to improve the Conſi.leration 
of theſe wonderful Works of God, we have not liv'd long 
enough to make due Enquiries, and ſufficiently to conlider 
'*m. How ſoon are we puzzled to ſolve the Difficulties that 


.. ariſe from the moſt ordinary things, How eaſily may we 


be made ſenſible of our Ignorance, if we let our T houghts 
looſe, ro mount up into the 4ir, or walk over the Surface 
of the Earth, or wade through the Sea, or intently apply 
our Minds to any One Work of God in either of theſe. 
There is not a Merſel of Ice, or a Flake of Snow, or a 
Drop of Rain, or a Breath of Wind, but_ is the Work 


—— 


—————————_ 


* One who hath been converſant to good purpoſe }n ſuch Enquiries, 
profefſeth, that he hath often with great Pleaſure, obſery d ſuch an infinite 
Variety of curiouſly figur'd Snow, that it would be as impoſhble to draw 
theQzare and ſhape of every one of them, as to imitate exattly the curious 
and Geometrical Mechaniſm of Nature in 4ny One, Mr. Zooke's Micro» 
graphia, Obſery, XIV, Se@. 2. 
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of G OD, and hath Wonders in it beyond our * reach. 
By an Enumeration of ſuch Inſtances, GO D humbled 


fob, convinc'd him of his Soveraignty, and brought him to Chap. XL. 


an adoring Submiffion. Behold 7 am wile, what ſhall 1 anſwer 
thee ? 1 will lay my hand upon my Mouth. Once have 7 ſpoken, 
but I will not anſwer, yea, twice, but I will proceed no further, 
Such Depths in the Works of Nature ſhould be conſidered 


to this end, to teach us to adore him, of whom are all things, - 


| and t0 whom are all things; to be (till, and know that he 7s GOD, 
to acquieſce in his Government of the World; to ſubmit ro 
every Reyclation he makes of himſelf, by tis Ford, or by 
his Providence: For why ſhould we ſuppoſe there are no 
Depths and Myſteries in theſe, when there are ſo many in 
the Works of Nature > Why ſhould we pretend to compre- 
hend and fathom every thing, in what GOD ſpeaks by his 
Word, when we find our ſelyes nonpluſt about his moſt com- 
mon and ordinary Works? His Wiſdom is adorable in theſe 
things, and much more in his Providenctial Government of 
Men and Angels, and of all their Attions; even of the moſt 
yoluntary and moſt crafty Aﬀtions of evil Men, and evil 
Spirits : But much more glorious is that, and other Divine 
Attributes in the Redemption of Mankind, and the Occonomy 
of Man's Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt. As ro which, we may cry 


out with the Apoſtle, O the Depth of the *iches both of the Wiſ- rom, X. 22. 


dom and Knowledge of God, how unſearchable are bzs Judgments, 
and his ways paſt finding out ! 


— 


* What ſhall we think of the Magnitude, Scituation, and Motion of the 
Sun, and other keavenly Bodies? The fixed Stars, that appear to our 
Eyes like ſhining Spangles, are by Artiſts affirm'd to exceed each of 'em, 
above an hundred times the whole Globe of the Earth. And the Sun, which 
is granted to be ſome Millions of Miles nearer us than the other fix'd Stars, 
though it ſeem at this lefler Diſtance, not to be halt a foot broad, is by the 
generality of Mathematicians, believed to be above 100 and threeſcore times 
bigger than the Earth ; and according to the later Calculation of ſome accu- 
rate modern Artifts, tis eftimated to be eight or ten thouſand times as big 


as the 7Terraqueous Globe ; and by further Obſervations may perhzps be found | 


to be yet much vaſter. See the Honourable Mr. Boyle, Of the high Venerati- 
en Man's Intell: owes 19 God, Ottayo, 


D 2 Secondly, 
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Secondly, All are hence to be minded of their Obligation 
to obey and ſerve Him, Every Creature elſe you ſee is direR: 
ed by his Will, and anſwers to his Command ; ard ſhall we 

ain-ſay the Orders of our Maker, which are duly obſery'd 

y the whole Creation beſides? Shall we ſo far torget our 
ſ:lyes, as to expoſtulate with him about what he enjoyns, 
or ſcrupl: his Right of Authority to command us? Shall we 
f far forget the Example of our fellow-Creatures, as not 
readily to comply with his Pleaſure, and yield dutitul Hos 


mage to his moſt wiſe and holy Will? Shall Snow and 


Rain, Clouds and Mcteors fulfil his Word, and ſhall we 
contradiR, and refuſe what he requires of us Shall Thun- 
der and Lightning, and hoary Froſt anſwer preſently to his 


Call, and ſay, bere we are ; and ſhall we boggle, and heſi- 


tate, and demur, whether we will do what he would hayc 
us, and go where he ſends us, and be pleaſed with what 
he Appoints ? | 

Any little diſturbance in the Common Courſe of Na- 
ture will ſenſibly affe& us. If the Ordinary] Laws of the 
Creation be tranſgreſt, or yaricd from, in the leaſt Inſtance, 
weare ſtartled, and amazed preſently : While we do not 
Recſent, or lay to heart the Irregularity of our own Livyes 
and Attions, which arc a greater Blemiſhto the Beauty of 
the Univerſe. *'Twas by our Apoftalic from God and Diſo- 
bedience to him, that the Earth was Curſed ; and to thisday 
the ſtrength and Beauty of the Creation Ianguiſherh, aud 
groans under that Yauity, to which it is ſubjeQed for the 
Sin of man. Let the Contemplation of all the Works of 
God, teach us ready obedicnce to his Soveraign Will. 
We have vo Pattern, nor Partners of our Diſobedience to 
It in the whole Creation on this ſide Hell, We muſt fetch 
the Inſtance from the Bottomleſs Pit, it we have any ; fer 
God is readiiy obeyed by all his other Creatures, except the 
Devil and his Angel-- 


Thirdly, From what is ſeen of Godin theſe things. we ate 
encouraged to ſeck ro him by Prayer, on all Occaſtors. 
Moderate or unſcaſonable Weather, a fruitful or a barten 
Year are at his Pleaſure and Diſpoſal. He withboldeth Rain, 
when there are yet three Months unto Harveſt, and conſequently 
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is molt needed, He cauſeth the Labour of the Olive to fail, 
(or lye) fo as to 1iſappoint the Hopes of the Husbandman, 
by not performing what it promiſed. He can either bind 
up the Influences of Heaven, or make the Meteors of the 
Air to ſerve the Earth: Therefore Seek him, ſupplicate 
him by Prayer, faith the Prophet, who maketh the Sever Stars 
and Orion, and turneth the ſhadow of Death into the Mornings : 
Who maketh the Day dark with Night, (ordering the one to 
ſucceed the other,) Who calleth for the Waters of the Sea, and 
poureth them out upon the Earth, Jehovah is his name. The 
ſeven Stars, (or Plcrades,} are mention'd with Orion. bein 

the two famous Conſtellations, the one in the Weſt, the 
other inthe Eaſt; The one in the Spring, The other in the 
beginning of Winter : One attended with Rain, the other 
with ſtorms and hard weather. T heſe are aſcribed to 
GOD as their Maxer- And theſe are mention'd with two 
other Conſtellations, relating to the other rwo quarters of 
the year, viz, Mazartth and Arfurus. Job. xxxviil. 38. 332 

Canſt thou bind the ſweet Influences of the Plezades ? when they 
open the Earth, and caute the herbs, and flowers, and fruits 
to come forth; fo as to keep back the Spring? Or on the 
other hand, Canſt thou loſe the bands of Orion? when the 
Earth is bound up by a Cold and Froſty Seaſon, and ſtormy 
Winds;ſo as to keep off W inter ? Canft thou brine forth Maza- 
roth in bis Seaſon, Or canſt thou guide Ar@urus, with his Sons ? 
Is it by thy Power that the reſt of the Stars,grear and ſmall, 
appear in the- Southern and the Northern Signs, in their pro- 
per ſeaſons. All the kind Influences of any of theſe is ow- 
ing to God: Unto him we mult pray, and unto him return 
thanks. Ir is bis W.rk: He is not neceſſitated to beſtow 
ther, but doth it freely : And we have foricired theſe 
Common Ble{tings and may juſtly be denied their Continu- 
ance. He expeQs to be acknowledg'd, and ſcught to., withr 
reference to theſe things, and hath often own'd and re- 
warded Prayer, from others, beſiles the Prophet E6jan, who 


when the Famine was fore in Semeria, by prayer ubtain'd 1 Kmg.xviii. 


Chap. V..$. 


Ran. 41. 


There isa conſiderable P:Mave in- Ecc eftaſtical Hiſtory 


ward againſt the @xadi, a.people in « ermany, and his Army 
was 


. - | . FE 4 _ AnC.177, Or: 
to this Purpoſe, when MM, Aurcius Anton, the Rem, EMPerer} ,, v{2eD 
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was reduc'd to great Extremity for want of Water ; beſides 
that his Souldiers were many of them wounded, and wearied 
5 PA with Travel, and rained by a diſadvantageous ground ; 
Tertull. 4yot, Fils Enemies were much more numerous, and affurcd 
C5, themſelves of a ſpecdy and intire Viftory, without ſtriking 
a ſtroke. The Prefe& in this Diſtreſs tells the Emperour, 
that the Chriſtians (whereof one Legion called Meliting 
moſtly Conſiſted, from an ſand of that name, which had 
receiv'd the Goſpel)could obtain any thing of their God by 
Prayer. Whereupon they fall on their Knees in the pre- 
ſence of their fellow Souldiers, and prayed in the name of 
Chrift, and obtained refreſhing ſhowres from Heaven, and 
at the ſame time a dreadful Tempeſt with Thunder and 
Lightning, and Hail on their Enemics, which ſo terrifed 
and diſcomfited the numerous Army, that they fled, and 
left their Baggage behind f them. 

Bur che Influcnce of a ſerious Refle&ion on theſe works 
of God, will reach farther with reſpe& to Prayer, even in 
ordinary Caſes from Year.to Year- Ic will oblige us to ac- 
knowledge his hand in healthful, and ſeafonable Weather, 
to beg it of God from time ro time, and to deprecate the 
long Continuance of violent Heat or Cold, as what weuld 
prove a Judgment. And therefore in a Froſty Seaſon, 


Fuſeb, Crouic, 


+ This Legion was thence called Fulminatrix, or Thundering, The Em- 
perour hereupon wrote a Letter to the Senate, and obtain'd an Honourable 
Edi& in favour of the Chriftians, forbidding any to Accuſe a Chriſtian, 
for being ſuch : This way was rather choſen, than to refledt upon the pre- 
ceeding Emperors, by revoking the Laws and Ediets, which they had made 
againft the. Chriftians, By this means it came to paſs in the time of his 
ſucceſſor, and Son, Commodus, that a Chriſtian was beheaded at Kome for 
being a Chriſtian, tho at the ſame time his Accuſer had his legs broken for 
accuſing him. Xiphilin and other Pagan Hiftortans grant this Vittory to he 
owing to the Chriſtians Prayers, tho others of 'em would abſcribe :#; *0 
Jupiter Pluvias. And (o it ſeems to be intimated, by what 13 engraven of 
the memory of this Paſſage upon Artorine's Pillar at Rom? ; But that is no: 
firange, conſidering the Emperour frill continued an Heathen, and mig/'t 
therein comply with the ſuperſtition of the People. The perſecution 
againſt the Chriſtians in this Emperor's Reign which ſome Hiftorians have 
plac'd after this, v?2. in the 17th year, may rather be ſuppos d to have been 
in the 7th before this Paſage, See Wifit /Egyptiaca. 4* Pe. 427s 


we 
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we may well and lawfully pray, that God would pleaſe 
in his due time, to make the waters * gently to flow 
again, 

Yea by theſe things we are encourag'd topray on all 
other occaſions: He that hath the Treaſures of Sow, hath 


allo Treafures of Grace, and an All-ſufficient Fullneſs, to 


ſupply all our Wants. *Tis the ſame God we muſt pray 
to for Pardon and Sandtification ; and tho our fins be as Crim- 
fon and Scarlet, he can make them as Snow or YVol. 

Fourthly, We are hence encouraged to Truſt in G O D: 
He who hath all Creatures in the Air, and Earth, and Sea 
at his Command, who by his Univerſal Preſence, actuaces 
all their Powers, and wiſely dirc&s all their Motions, and 
hath given proof of his ſteady Faithfulneſs, by continuing: 
to do ſo every Year, in all Ages and Generztions te this 
day ; He is worthy of our Dependance and Truft, and 
may juſtly chailenge it. He can do great things that we 
cannot comprehend, marvellous things withour number, 
Who can diſanul his Purpoſe? Or turn his hand, when 
he ſtretcherh ir out 2 What can be a Difficulty tohim, who 


made and maintaineth all things? Can we fall fo lows. 


that He cannot raiſe us? Or be reduc't to ſuch ſtraits, 
wherein he cannot help? If we arediſtrefſed at Sea or Land, 
isnot he Lord of both, and preſent every where? Can we 
ſand in need of a ſtronger Arm, or deeper Wiſdom, than 
r diſcoyered in the Works of Nature, and daily Provi- 
ence ? | 

The Jeps are called upon in this Pſalm, to truſt GOD, 
and own him in his Providential Diſpenſations, becauſe the: 
numbring of the Stars, and the Government of the Heavenly 
Bodies is aſcribed to him, as well as the diſpoſal of Froſt 


and Snow, &c. He telleth the namber of the Stars, be calleth- 
them all by their Names, v. 4\ The Stars of Heaven, they 


——— ———_—. ay 


os 


* There is a great deal of Mercy in a gradual, gentle Thaw, after a long 
Froſt. In the ſeventh Year of Queen Elizabeth, upon the ſudden breaking 
of a great Froſt, after the Thames had been frozen over, there were violent 
Inundations that did a great deal of Miſchief in divers parts of the Land. 


The like at other times,. and in other Countries, 
obſcrye 
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obſerve their Courſes, and Influence the Earth, and nor- 
withſtanding the vaſt Magnitude and great Variety of 'em, 
and of their ſeveral Motions, they continue ſtjil to do ſo, 
becauſe of his Ordinance and Appointment. Theſe Stars 
which are ſo impoſſible to be numbred by us, that they are 
joyn'd with the Sand upon the Sea ſhear, for multitude. they 
are not only numbred, but particularly known by Him: 
All their Powers, Qualities, and Influences, are created by 
his W ord, ( or an Expreffion of his Will) and are perfet- 
ly at his Command ; the whole Hoſt of them are fo, as 
Soldiers at the dirc&ion of their General. 

Can we believe this, and think the great Aﬀairs of Man- 
kind are excluded his InſpeQion and Care? Can we ima- 
gine he 15 an idle SpcAator of the Revolutions of Kingdoms, 
and all the Changes that happen to publick Socicties? The 
Advancement of Princes to a Throne, or their Removal: 
Which way ſoever it be brought about. cither by them- 
ſelves, or their Subjects, by a Civil, a Natural, or a Vios 
Jent Death. Are not the Hearts and Lives of the greateſt 
Perſonages in his Hand ? Who can turn them as the Rivers 
of Water, as caſlly as he can diflolye the Snow or lce, 

We necd fear no Enemies, or Dangers, if he be with us, 
and for us : For all Creatures obey him. It he Arife for 
our Help, all Enemies are ſcattered as Chafl before the 
Wind, and asa rolling thing before the Whirlwind. How 
powerfully can he ſave» How ſuddenly can he deſtroy » 
None of the Grandees of the World can ſtand before his 
Cold or Heart, or the leaſt Creature armcd with his Com- 
mittion. The moſt inconſiderable of them are ſon.erimes 
employ'd in mighty Works of Mercy orJudgment. Princcy, 
and Popes, and Empcrots have been devoured, and yall 
Armies diſcomfited, by ſuch little Creatures, as Lice, and 
Mice, and Locuſts, and a Troop of Flies. While we can 
hope for his Preſenecy in the diſcharge of our Duty, we 
may be confident that there is no threatning Danger he 
cannot preyent ; No miſchicyous Deſign avainit us but he 
can defeat. And this ſometimes by lurprizing Arts, and M-- 


thods of Providence, ſoas to hide I hoſe, whom he intends 


to preſerve. I have read of one, who was purſued oy 
bloody Perſecutors to the Houſe where he took _— 
who 
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who crept into a Hole, over which a Spider quickly weay'd 
a Cobweb, and ſo when he was 19, for, the place of his 
Concealment was not ſuſpe&ed's The Hope of the Hypo- 
crite and Ungodly is compar to a Spider's Web, ſo weak 
a thing, ſo cafily broken, and ſwept away ; but the Divine 
Wiſdom can make a little Cobeb as good a Defence and 
++ {apts as the ſtrongeſt Fortreſs, or a Munition of 
ocks. 

The good effe& of Winter's Froſt and Snow is perceiv'd 
the following Summer, and ſhould encourage us to traſt 
in God, for a good iflue of the darkeſt and moſt ſevere 
Diſpenſations of Providence, which for the preſent have 
another Appearance. As when a Gardner is ſeen to pull up 
ſome delightful Flowers by the Roots, to dig up the Earth, 
and cover it with Dung, ſome ' ignoraut Perſons may be 
ready to charge him with ſpoiling the Garden ; but when 
the Spring is arriv'd, there will be ſufficient ground to ac- 
knowledge his Wiſdom in what he did. | 

And ſome Aſſiſtance it may give us to believe, thar the 
regular Hope and Truſt of good Men ſhall not be diſap- 
pointed by GOD, becauſe he doth cyery Year fo punQu- 
ally ſatisfie the Expeation of the Heathen, yea, of the. 
Beaſts of the Field, and the Fowls of the Air, in the Sucs 
ceifion of Day and Night, Summer and Winter, It may 
encourage us to look for Light aſter a time of Darkneſs; 
and a joyful Morning after a Night of Sorrow. There is 
an obſervable V iciffitnde of Good and Evil, in the Afﬀairs 
and Conditions of Mankind, and of the Church. It was 
ſo in the State of the Jewiſh Church, ( andthe like is true of 
other Kingdoms,) with reſpe&@ to their ſeveral Kings and 
Princes. Things were bad enough in the time of Saul; of 
David and Solomon they were better : Reboboam and Abijah 
bad; Aſa and Jeboſaphat good : Joram and Joaſh bad, Urgz- 

' &h and Jotham good : Abay bad, Hezekiab good : Manryz2h 
and Ammon bad again ; Joſiah good, and his Succeffors c1ll 
the Captivity all bad: After the Captivity good. a litle 
reviving. This is to be obſerved alfo in more private In- 
ſtances, and is ſuited to our middle State in this Wortd, 
between the perte& Joys of Heaven, and the unmixed Sor- 
rows of Hell : And this is proper to preyent our Detpon- 
E dency 


4 


of 


26 Winter Meditations : Or, 
dency in -a time of Afﬀiidtion,. as we ſhould never be Wit 
delivered; and to check our Pride and Confidence in. Pro- Dil 
ſperity, as if our Mountain ſhould never be mov'd. By this Lo 
means we may be brought ro own the hand of God in all rec 
our Comforts and Crofles, and to live a Life of Faith and not 
Dependance on him, Whoſe is the Day, and aiſo the Night, and; wh 
who maketh. Winter and Summer, "* 
; -C 
Fifthly, Let the Inhabitants of Sion-and Feruſalem, the Peo- his 
plein a vilible Relation to God, more eſpecially Praiſe him. Oy 
All che works of GoJ do Praiſe him obje&ively, tho they (a 
know not themſelves, and are uncapable of Aﬀttive, intelli- Me 
TR” 24» gent Adoration and Praiſe ; Therefore his Saints do Bleſs. him. _—_ 
3 How plcafing was the Meditation of theſe works of God to. Th 
the Pſalmiſt, who thereupon breaks out into Joy and Praiſe. 0 
The Farth zs full of his Riches, all wait upon him;, He opens. his, ref 
hand, and fills *'em with Good : He hides his Pace, and they are hot 
troubled ; if he take away their Breath they dye : He ſends. forth bis 
Sprit and. they. are created, and renews the Face of the Earth. -þ 
The Glery of the Lord ſhall endure for ever,the Lord ſhall Rejoice in Ke 
his works. Shall Snow and Hail, and Froſt and ce ſhow forth p 
Falm cxlviii. the Praiſe of G O D, and ſhall not we excol] him ? On this ts 
occaſion the P/almſt ſummons the molt Inſenſible Creatures, | - 


Heavens, and Earth, Sea and Land, Snow and YVapours, Cleuds and. | 
Hail, and all bis Hoſt, toPraiſe the name of the Lord, He com: on 
manded, and they were Created : He made them, and he 
rules them.: T bey bear ſome Impreſſion of their maker - 
They punQually obſerve his Orders,.and do his will: We | 


will therefore Praiſe the Lord, for his Power,, Wiſdom, $-« 
Goodneſs, Faithfulneſs, Soveraignty in all his works, Tho KL 
_ world ſhould be ftlent, Praiſe is Comely for the Up- . 
Tipht, : 

We are greatly concern'd to do ſo, conſidering that | .? 

hatever good or kindneſs we receiye,by any of theſe won- ct 
derful works of G OD, they are dire&ed by bis Providence, | wr; 
diſpos'd to us by his iſe and. Bountiful hand, ind are di- + 
pens'd and given to us out of his Exchequer. It we want ? W 


ary of theic vleffings, which according tothe Courſe of Na- 
ture, and the ſeaſon of the year we may expet, how im- 
portunatcly do we Cry ? And when we recciye *em duelys, 

. Os Without. 


A Sermon of Froſt and Snow, Cc. 


without Intezruption, ſhall GOD be overlook* > Shall. 
Diſtreſs and Trouble pur us upon Prayer? And ſhall not 
Love and Gratitude to God awaken our Praiſes, when we 
receive 'em? We commonly and truly ſay, That Atheiſts are 
not Thankful, becauſe they acknowledg not a GOD, from. 
whom all their Mercies come. And is it not Pratfical Athe- 
iſm, to negleC&t the Sacrifice of Praiſe, (which he will own and 
accept as a Sacrifice,) when every Year we largely partake of 
his Bounty in theſethings ? Shall we give the Glory to Se- 
cond Cauſes, which is due to the Firi# and Supreme Original, and 
Cauſe of all*'? Ought we not to ſay, That 'tis of the Lord's 
Mercy, our Common Blefſfings are not blaſted, and turned. 
| toa Curſe> Ought we not to Praiſe him with the Yoice of 
Thankſgiving, that in this Winter-Seaſon-we have Houſes 
to ſhelter us, and Cloths and Fire to warm-ns, and Food to: 
refreſh'us, and are Preſery'd in going out and returning 
home, and our bones not broken, (as is the Caſe of ma- 
ny,) by a ſudden Slip or Fal)}? And Praiſe him we ought 
to do, by affilting and relieving the Poor, that they alſo may 
Rejoyce, and give thanks to God. | 
The Daty is ingeminated, Praiſe the Lord, © Jeruſalem ! 
Praiſe thy God, O Swon! It imports the moſt earneſt delire of 
{ the P/almif, that God ſhould have his due; and the wretch- 
cd Backwarcnz(s of our Hearts to the work of Praiſe, and 


that ic ought to be continued and repeated. And it 1s fo 1n 7, ciii, 


many Pſalms, particularly in one. Bleſs the Lor4, O my Scul !. 
And all that is within me, bleſs his holy Name! Bleſs the Lord, O 


my Soul! Bleſs the Lord, ye his Angels ! Bleſs the Lord, all ye his. 


| Hos | Bleſs the Lord, all ye bis V/orks! Bleſs. the Lord, © my 
| Soul ! | 
Burt in this and all other Cafes of Thanksgiving, we mult. 
remember the Order to be obſery'd in Praiſe,as well as Prayer, 
| to preter ſpiritual Ble ſings in Heavenly things in Chriſt, 
| betore Temporal merci:ss We bleſs Gad tor our food and 
| rayment. for our: basker and (tore, for ProteQion and Pro- 
{ viſion, for the former and latter Rain, for rhe Showres of 
E Heaven, and fruictul Scaſons, for Froſt and Snow and 
| Winds and Clouds, &c. ut above all, for Chrit, and his 
Holy Goſpel, and the Means and Hopes ot Everlaſting 
| mercy, As to the former, Happy are the Peop:c that are 
kn 


— 
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FOR 


Winter Meditations ; &c. 


in ſuch a Caſe, bur unſpeakably more Bleſſed are they, 


whoſe God is the Lord. 

Laſtly, Let us endeavour to make it manifeſt upon good 
grounds, that this God is our God in Covenant, Till by Re- 
pentance towards God, and Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and unfeigned Deyotedneſsto him, we are intereſted in his 
Covenant-Fayour, and'can fay, This G OD #5 our G OD; 
T here is no Attribute or Work of G O D, no Diſcovery or 
Manifeſtation of ' himſelf in Nature or 'Providence but i; 
matter of Terror to us. What a perplexing, confounding 
Thought muſt 'it be,” to apprehend this G OD, who made 
and manages all things, to be:my Exemy ? Or not to know, 
that he is my Friend ? How comfortable is ir, on the other 
hand, to be able to conſider, that the great Lord and Ryu- 
ler of all this VVorld is my Reconciled G O D, and Father 
That he who hath all Creatures at his Diſpoſe is my beſt 
Friend? VVhat a Privilege is it to be Adoptcd into his 
Family ? To be under hispeculiar Care and Charge? To 
have an aſſured Expefation from him of all needful ſupply, 
for Life and Godlineſs, from his Coyenant Love > V Vith 
what Patiecce and Peace may we poffels our Souls, in the 
moſt dark and difficult times ? ( Tho the Earth ſhould be 
never fo unquiet, the Foundations of ic moved, and the 
Pillars thereot ſhaken) we may Rejoyce in the Lord, and 
wait for his ſalvation. For Son's G OD Reigns; in whoſe 
hand areall the VVorks- of Nature, all the motions of 
Providence, all the Events of Time, and all our Concerns 
for ETERNITY. | | 

And if now he be fo. VVonderful in theſe ordinary 
works; and every V Vinter, and every Summer we have fo 
much reaſon to adore and praiſe him ; How much greater 
PPonders of Glorious YVPi/dom, Power and Love, hath he pre- 
pared, and reſerved in the upper, better V Vorld, for his 
Friends and Children ? If there be ſo much matter of Ad- 
miration now, by what is viſible in the Inſeriour Creatures - 
of this Earth, wich what raviſhing Splendor will the Bright- 
neſs of his Glory appear hereafter ? V Vhen the Veil ſhail 
be remov'd and our Capacities enlarg'd, & our ſouls admir- 
tedto behold him Face to Face,and know as we are known. T herce- 
fore for all we now ſee and know of G OD, or hope to do 
hereafter, (as the God of Nature, Grace, and G/ory) Praiſe th: 
Locd, O Jeruſalem | Praiſe thy God, O Sian ! FINIS. 


Ie aa en. 
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